






Guidelines to Requesting 
Information Through OLi 
Online Inquiry 
Online Inquiry is Online Today's elec­
tronic version of the traditional reader 
inquiry card. To request additional 
information about products or services 
described in Online Today, simply 
access CompuServe and type GO OLI 
at any prompt. 

CompuServe Page OLI -l 
ONLINE 1llDAY ADVERTISERS 
ONLINE INOUIRY (OLI ) 

1. OLI Instructions 
2. Online Today Display Ads 
3. Print Edition Reviews 
4. Shopper's Guide Mini -Ads 

Display Ads 
GO OLI-J60. Inquiries to this section 
will be followed by a brief description 
of the Online Today ad. To request 
additional printed information, simply 
enter your name and address at the 
prompts, OLI will add your User ID 
number and electronically forward your 
request to the appropriate advertiser(s). 

CAPITAL 
AVAILABLE 
$1,000,000 

Minimum 

Will assist with 
financial plan. 
For information 
call Mr. ADAMS 

at 
714/964-2386 

Westex 
GO OLi or circle 26 on the Reader Service Form. 
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The names, addresses and User ID 
numbers will also be forwarded via US 
Mail at the end of each month. 

CompuServe Page OLI-IS0 
ONLINE 1llDAY ADVERTISERS,oLI 
1. Nov. 19B7 Advertisers 
2. Oct. 19B7 Advertisers 
3. Sept. 19B7 Advertisers 

Editorial Articles/Reviews 

/ 

At the end of each electronic version 
product review, you'll be asked if you 
wish to request further information 
through the Online Inquiry system. A 
"yes" response will let the system 
prompt you for your name, address and 
other information so that your request 
can be forwarded to the appropriate 
company. If you respond " no," the 
system will return you to the previous 
menu. 
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you answer "yes" at the question 
prompt, the OLI system will prompt 
you for the necessary information. 

Requests to these sections will be 
stored and forwarded by traditional 
mail once each month. 

CompuServe Page OLI-2BO 
REVIEW LISTINGS/PRINT EDITION 

1. Nov. Hardware Listings 
2. Nov. Software Listings 
3. Nov. New Product Listings 

Shopper's Guide 
GO OLI-70 to get information about 
Online Today's mini-ad program. 

To request information from Shop­
per's Guide advertisers, follow the 
instructions outlined in each ad, 

CompuServe 
SHOPPER'S GUIDE 

1. About Shopper's Guide 
2. Rates and Information 

Page OLI -70 

To request information about prod­
ucts reviewed in the print edition, go to 
page OLI-280 and select the appropri­
ate li sting, such as November Hard­
ware Reviews. At the next menu, se­
lect the product you' re interested in, If 

*Note: Additional requests during the same ses­
sion will not require you to re-enter your name and 
address. 

ATTENTION: 
SPORTS JUNKIES! 

At Last 
COMPUTER SPORTS WORLD 

computerized database with over 4200 files of 
UP TO THE MINUTE 

sports and horse racing information including 
F ANT ASY FOOTBALL ST ATS. 
At your fingertips and available 

24 hours, 7 days a week! 

CALL NOW AND SPEAK TO A 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR YOUR 

DEMONSTRATION ACCOUNT NUMBER 
AND PASSWORD. 
1-800-321-5562 

In Nevada Call 702-294-0191 

COMPUTER SPOIlTS WORLD' 

GO CSW-FOR A SAMPLE OF THE 
SERVICES COMPUTER SPORTS WORLD 

PROVIDES. 
A Service 01 The Chronicle Publishing Company, San Francisco 

1005 Elm Street, Boulder City, Nevada 89005 

GO OLi or circle 27 on the Reader Service Form. 
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The advertisers and manufac­
turers of the products appear­
ing in Online Today will be 
pleased to send additional 
information about their prod­
ucts or services-at no cost 
to you. Make your selection 
by circling the advertiser or 
product by number on the 
form below. Fill in the re­
quested information and mail 
to: Online Today, Reader 
Service Management Dept., 
P.O. Box 376, Dalton, MA 
01227-0376. Online Today will 
see that your requests are 
forwarded promptly. You may 
get a faster response by 
using the Online Inquiry 
service system. Simply enter 
GO OLI at any prompt on 
the CompuServe system and 
follow the OLI prompts. Your 
request will be forwarded. 

/ N F 0 R M A 

Inquiry Page 
Number Advertiser/Product Number 

17 Abracadata LTD 60 
A-Comm 76 
Aegis Development 75 

3 American Express 3 
11 Autovision 52 

Business Week 74 
2 CACIIInstant Demographics 1 

16 CACIIInstant Demographics 59 
Clinical Communications 76 
Coffee Emporium 76 

24 Communication Electronics 51 
Communications Research 75 

10 CompuStore 11 
Computer Information 76 

27 Computer Sports World 77 
Employers ' lobnet 76 

17 Fastcom Data Corp. 75 
22 Good Software Corp. 64 
14 Grolier 57 

Harris Information Services 74 
6 Hayes 8 

Inside*Outside 76 
Kortek Inc. 74 

15 Logitech 58 
8 Max Ule 32 

R E A o E R 

For free information on products or services in this issue of Online Today , fill 
in your name , address , ZIP code and phone number. Then circle the number that 
corresponds to the number of the advertisement or article in which you are inter­
ested. 

CompuServe subscribers can request information electronically by entering GO 
OLI at any prompt. 

(Please print or type) 

Name _________ _______________ __ ___ 

Com pany Name _________________ _____ ___ 

Address __________________________ _ 

City _ __________________________________________________ __ 

State _________ ZIP _ ___ Business Phone ______ _ 

Mail t o : Online Today, Reader Service M anagement Dept. , P.O . Box 376. Dalton . MA 01227-0376. 

/ 

T / o N 

Inquiry 
Number Advertiser/Product 

Megahertz Corp. 
23 Micro-Systems Software 

Multi-Tech Systems Inc. 
7 National E-Mail Registry 
4 NewsNet 

29 Official Airline Guides 
OmniTel Inc . 

12 Online Store 
21 PaperChase 

Practical Peripherals 
Protosoft 
Qualitas Trading Co. 

25 Quick & Reilly 
13 Saba Technologies 

Software Exchange 
5 Solutions Inc. 

Star Gate Technologies Inc. 
STN International 

28 Tandy 
18 Transend Corp. 

9 Unified Management 
1 Universal Data Systems 

26 Westex 
20 WordTech Systems 

N Q u / R 

Page 
Number 

75 
65 
75 
31 

5 
Cover 4 

74 
53 
63 
74 
76 
75 
67 
56 
76 

6 
75 
74 

Cover 3 
61 
49 

Cover 2 
77 
62 

y 

Circle inquiry number from this issue only 

1 21 41 61 81 
2 22 42 62 82 
3 23 43 63 83 
4 24 44 64 84 
5 25 45 65 85 
6 26 46 66 86 
7 27 47 67 87 

8 28 48 68 88 
9 29 49 69 89 

10 30 50 70 90 
11 31 51 7 1 91 

12 32 52 72 92 
13 33 53 73 93 
14 34 54 74 94 

15 35 55 75 95 

16 36 56 76 96 
17 37 57 77 97 

18 38 58 78 98 

19 39 59 79 99 

20 40 60 80 100 

November issue, not valid after February 1988. 

NOVEMBER, 7 98 7 79 
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W I T H C H AR LES B OW E N 

OLT's Electronic Edition Staff 
Covers the Online Community 

The happiest memories of my news­
pape r days are of when I was cit y 
editor of an afternoon dail y. The day 
started early-befo re dawn I was in the 
office reading the competing paper, 
checking the wire services and making 
ass ignments fo r our small staff of re­
porters. 

It was chaotic work, with deadlines 
staring us in the face before we even 
gulped down our coffee. More than 
once a harried reporter or editor 
groaned , " Gee , I can' t wait to see how 
we do (his ... " Nonetheless , it was 
very sati sfying at 2 in the afternoon to 
hold in our hands the latest of our little 
da il y miracles. 

That paper fe ll on hard times before 
the beginning of thi s decade. L ike so 
many others, our town and its economy 
could no longe r support t wo newspa­
pers. The smaller afternoon paper was 
the vulnerable one, so it fo lded , taking 
with it a kind of fas t-paced dail y news­
gathering that I thought I' d never get to 
see again . I surely didn' t ex pec t it to 
come back to li fe through a new­
fas hioned medium such as CompuServe. 

However, for the last few years, I' ve 
been starting my days at dawn again , 
checking news wires and chatting with 
other editors and wri ters at work on a 
diffe rent kind of aft ernoon da il y: the 
elec tronic edition of thi s magazine . 

Every day- seven days a week-we 
put out a publication that foc uses gen­
erall y on the news of the computer 
world, more specifically on subjec ts of 
interest to modem users and most spe­
cifically on what' s happening around 
CompuServe, making it a kind of local 
paper for a communit y without physi­
cal boundaries. 

There are differences, of course , 
between the elec tronic Online Today 
and the printed newspaper I used to 
help run . For one thing, my colleagues 
and I hardly ever see each other. Most 
of the editors are in Columbus, Ohio, at 
CompuServe headquarters. The morn­
ing ed itor, Kacy Cook, is a 
te lecommuter in Columbus. I sit several 
hundred miles away in Huntington , 
W.Va. John Edwards and Dan Janal are 
in New York ; Cathr yn Conroy and 
Scot t Orr are in Was hington; J im 
Moran is in Chicago. Other contribu­
tors check in from Arizona, F lorida , 
San Franci sco and elsewhere. Ben 
Knox , another regul ar contributor, is 
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even in another country-working out 
of Lo ndon. 

On the other hand , I fin d I " talk" 
more f requently with my electronic 
associates. At my newspaper, days 
might have passed between conversa­
tions with some of the people I worked 
with . However, in thi s global news 
roo m, I chat with many of the contribu­
tors several times a day through elec­
tronic mail. 

The f ree- lance rs with E-OLT pro­
duce several kinds of reports yo u might 
be interested in . 

Breaking news from the computer 
industry is contained in the "Monitor" 
sec tion, which is updated several times 
a day. The fi rst stories appear by 9 
a .m. EST each day. On weekdays , 
more stories are added by 2 p.m ., and 
the final update occurs by 6 p. m. You 
can see a menu of our dail y stories by 
t yping GO OLT-90 at any prompt. 

We also keep online a backlog of the 
previous six days of computer news . To 
see that , t ype GO OLT-20. Some of the 
most important reports , particul arl y 
continuing stories, are kept in our Spe­
cial Reports section (GO OLT-2000). 

Another major area of E-OLT is 
"CompuServe Update" (GO OLT-50), 
full of stori es of event s on the system, 
including " Communit y News, " fo rum 
conference schedules, and " What's 
New." Thi s is the place to come for 
news fro m around the CompuSer ve 
neighborh ood , such as who said what 
at a rece nt real-time conference in a 
particular fo rum . 

The publication also carries some 
fea tures offe red by no other kind of 
publication: 

John Edwards ' sassy " Behind the 
Screens" column (GO OLT-130) 
provides regular comment and inside 
stories fro m the industr y, often told 
with tongue firml y in cheek. 
Dave Pey ton' s " Uploads" column , 
summari zing some of the top new 
entries in the forum data libraries , 
has quick ly become one of the most 
popular features in the publication. A 
compiled version of hi s columns runs 
each month here in the print edition, 
but those who can' t wait for that 
know they can see the latest co lumn 
online every two weeks. Dave sub­
mits an "Uploads" on the I st and 
15th of each month for the elec tronic 

ed ition . To ta ke a look at it , t ype GO 
OLT-3700. 
Ernie Mau heads OLT's staff of f ree­
lance softwa re and hardware rev iew­
ers. Some of their report s appear in 
these pages; even more are provided 
in the electronic edition. Ty pe GO 
OLT-200 fo r a menu of rev iews . Also 
there are book rev iews edited by 
Cathryn Conroy. 

In addition, E-OLT prov ides letters 
to the editor, fac ilities for you to write 
letters to us , a weekl y calendar of 
computer- related events around the 
countr y, li sts of ad verti sers and how to 
reach them , online ordering, various 
columns on computer subjec ts and 
more . 

To view the publication f rom the 
top, type GO OLT at any CompuServe 
prompt. T hi s will take you to our " page 
one ." Us uall y thi s identifies top stori es 
of the day fro m the " Moni tor" sec ti on 
along with their di rect address page 
numbers . You can reach any of these 
stories either through the "Moni tor" 
menu (GO OLT-90) or direc tl y by t yp­
ing GO followed by the story' s page 
number. (Note, too, that once inside 
the publicati on, you can drop the 
"OLT" part fro m your command . For 
example, after you' ve typed GO OLT _ 
once , you then can t ype "GO 102" and 
the system will assume you mean "GO 
OLT-102.") 

Press ing the Return key at the page 
one di splay will take you to the main 
menu of the sec tion (GO ONLINE is 
the direct address for thi s menu). From 
here , the publication branches to 
" Monitor," "CompuSer ve Update ," 
columns, legislat ive database , rev iews 
and adverti sers. 

We think of E-OLT as your publica­
tion and you're in vited to communicate 
with us about what you'd li ke to see in 
it. From several different menus in the 
feature , you have options for writing 
letters to the editor. In addition, you 
can write EasyPlex direc tl y to the indi­
vidual editors . Fo r a li st of their names 
and User ID numbers, type GO OLT-356. 

Charles BOlVen , a contributing editor of Online 
Today, co-authored How to Get the Mos t Out of 
CompuServe and Co mpuServe fo r IBM Power 
Use rs . His CompuServe User ID IlIlmber is 
70007,411. 



Tandy Printers: 
Because there is 
no better value:

M 

The New Tandy ® LP 1000 
Laser Printer 

Price applies at Radio Shack Computer Centers and part icipat ing 
stores and dealers. IBM/Reg . T M IBM Corp. HP Laser)et Pl us/Reg . T M 
Hew lett Packa rd . 

A breakthrough 
in typeset--quality 
desktop publishing. 

Affordable desktop publishing has arrived! 
The laser-sharp clarity of the Tandy LP 1000 
rivals professional-typeset quality for bro­
chures, newsletters, sales pieces, letterheads 
and much more! 

The LP 1000 produces 300 X 300 dots-per­
inch resolution on an 8 112 X 11/1 page . You 
can quietly print up to six pages per minute. 
The convenient front-panel controls allow 

you to select fonts and type styles. Optional 
downloadable custom fonts are also 

available for even more versatility. 

The LP 1000 is Tandy, IBM® and HP 
LaserJet Plus® compatible. A Centronics 

parallel interface is included, and the LP 
1000 does not require a special controller 
board, as some laser printers do. 

Come see the new Tandy LP 1000 Laser 
Printer today-only $2199. (26-2804) 

Send me a new 
1988 computer 
catalog. 

Mail To : Radio Shack 
Dept. SS·A·607 
300 One Tandy Cenler 
forI Worth . TX 76102 

Name --~ 
Company I 
Address ______ _ 

City _______ _ 

8Iale ________ 1 
ZIP ________ _ 

-_iii 
lIadl8/haoit 
COMPUTER CENTERS 

A DIVISION OF TANDY CORPORATION 

GO aLi or circle 28 on the Reader Service Form . 



STAND IN LINE AT 
THE AIRPORT. 

GO BACK TO THE 
BEGINNING. YOU DIDN'T 
CHECK OUT OAG'S 
BOOKING CAPABILITY. 

ARRANGE FOR 
CONVENIENT TICKETING. _~ __ 

Win at the 
Travel Planning.Game 
. with the 

REQUEST CAR 
RENTAL AND 

HOTEL 

OAG Electronic Edition 
SELECT THE 

LOWEST FARE 

VIEW HOTELS 
WORLDWIDE-ON-LINE! 

;~~L_~ ______ J~~~!_l~YOU 'REA WINNER! 

It's a smart move. 
These days, you want to stay ahead of the 
travel planning game. 

You want the best fares. The most convenient 
flights. And the best way to book your reser­
vations and arrange for ticketing. 

That's why today, more than ever, you want 
the OAG ELECTRONIC EDITION. You can 
check out virtually every flight in the world 
- plus thousc;mds of North American and 
international fares ... and choose the lowest 
fare on the most convenient flight every time. 

From there, it's a simple matter to check avail­
ability and book your flight 24 hours a day ... 
and arrange for ticketing. In fact, if you ob­
tain your ticket through Thomas Cook Travel 

U.SA - the OAG ELECTRONIC EDITION's 
exclusive travel agency - you can even 
request car rental and hotel reservations! 

So make the OAG ELECTRONIC EDITION part 
of your travel planning game plan. 

You'll always come out a winner! 

On CompuServe, ENTER: GO OAG 

offiCial Alrhne GUides 
DB a company of 

The Dun 8< Bradstreet Corporation 

GO OLi or ci rcle 29 on the Reader Service Form. 


